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MA in Screenwriting
What is the MA in Screenwriting?

In 2009 the MA in Screenwriting at the National Film School, IADT will have been running for ten years. In those years it has built a reputation as one of the finest courses of its kind. 

The main focus of the Masters is to provide our students with the opportunity to develop and write a full-length screenplay, or television drama, to the highest professional standard. It is very much a practical course for writers who wish to develop and hone their skills. 

This Masters programme at the National Film School also provides a creative, challenging and intellectually stimulating environment. 

What is taught on the course? 

The course is delivered in four distinct modules: Project development, The Craft of Screenwriting, The Literary and Dramatic tradition, and Film Theory and History.

1 Project Development
This module is designed to enable the student to complete a full-length screenplay to a professional standard and to familiarise the student with the process and business of screenwriting. At each stage of development students are provided with the very best of professional advice on the progress of their work. 

2 The Craft of Screenwriting
This taught module provides the student with a thorough knowledge of the art and craft of screenwriting. Script formatting, narrative structure, character development, scene writing, research, dialogue, visualisation and point of view, are all dealt with in detail.
3 The Literary and Dramatic Tradition
The module is delivered by lecture and tutorial and students are required to submit essays for assessment.  The course content situates screenwriting within the context of the dramatic and literary tradition. 

4 Film Theory & History
This module, which runs over the two semesters, introduces the student to the theoretical debates within film studies, with a focus on the study of genre film. 

Who applies for this course?

The Masters is designed for those who wish to pursue a career in screenwriting or writing for television. 

Over the years, our applicants have come from a great variety of professions and backgrounds; we have had novelists, playwrights, theatre and film directors, producers, journalists and students from third-level courses - a number of students have been working in third and second-level educational sector.

What will I be able to do when I graduate?

Graduating students have gone on to work as full-time screenwriters, script-editors, writers for television, and as third level teachers in film and on writing programmes. Later this year, Brendan McCarthy – a student from 2006/07 – will release his feature film The Wakewood, developed on the course, and produced by Oscar nominated producer John McDonnell, who was also a student in 2007/08.

Can I study this programme part-time?

Yes. We are introducing a part-time option (two years) from October 2009. The full-time course is run over one academic year for two full days per week (Mon. & Tues.)

Who Teaches on the Course?

The course co-ordinator is Paul Freaney.  The course is managed by Jean Rice.  The key tutoring staff include; Philip Davison, Eoghan Harris, Vinnie Murphy, Ferdia McAnna, Jocylen Clark. The visiting lecturers and part-time tutors have included Oliver Stone, Conor McPherson, Mark O Halloran, Jeffry Caine, Alan Parker, Roddy Doyle, Shane Connaughton, Gerry Stembridge, Jim Sheridan, Peter Sheridan.

What are the entry Requirements?

Applicants should possess an undergraduate qualification of Second Class Honours or higher at BA level.  They must, in their application and at interview, demonstrate a significant engagement with script and/or storytelling. Applicants, with non-traditional academic backgrounds, who have proven relevant experience, may be considered for a number of places under the APEL (Accreditation of Prior Learning experience) scheme. 

What are the fees?

Fees for the 2009-10 are €6,000 (full-time) €3,000 (part-time).  This is an “approved post-graduate course” for tax relief under Section 21 of the Finance Bill 2000. You may be eligible for tax relief for fees paid. (The majority of our full-time students are eligible for, and receive, a Higher Education Grant, from their Local Authority, which covers the fees - assuming that they haven’t already been in receipt such a grant).
What are the closing dates for applications?

Further details on IADT application forms and processes are available from the IADT Admissions Office (www.iadt.ie). The closing date for completed application forms and submission of portfolios is 08th May 2009. Should places become available a second round of applications will be accepted until 21 August 2009. If you wish discuss your application you can contact Paul Freaney, at IADT - 01 214 4706

IADT postgraduate evening:  Thursday 23rd April 2009 6-8pm
